


 

 

July 17, 2024 
 
Mr. Logan Grant 
Tennessee Health Facilities Commission 
502 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 
 
RE:   SHALOM HOSPICE OF SOUTHEAST TENNESSEE LLC 
 HOSPICE CON APPLICATION 
 
Dear Mr. Grant: 
 
I'm writing this letter as a Licensed Master Social Worker and mental healthcare professional in the 
Greater Chattanooga area.  In my capacity, I also operate support groups, including a grief group, 
at the Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga. The Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga 
builds and fosters a strong unified Jewish community and strives to ensure its well-being and 
continuity locally, in Israel, and throughout the world.   
 
Its Jewish Cultural Center, funded by the Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga, is a venue for 
programs, classes, exhibits, social services, and a preschool, all rooted in Jewish values. The 
facility enables the Jewish community to raise its visibility, foster relationships, and strengthen its 
identity in the Chattanooga area.  It is here where I provide support groups to our region’s Jewish 
population. 
 
In my role, I understand that one of the most difficult tasks is meeting and supporting the mental 
health, including spiritual needs, of the terminally ill.  It has come to my attention that a Jewish-led 
organization, known as Shalom Hospice, would like to establish their hospice program in our area.  
I am very much in favor of welcoming such an organization.  
 
Having a hospice that is sensitive to, and knowledgeable of, Jewish practice and tradition will be 
immensely helpful at this time of life.  Especially in this time of escalated antisemitism, it is 
particularly important to have an organization that understands Jewish traditions, rituals and 
culture.   
 
Shalom Hospice has demonstrated great cultural sensitivity and thus, has enhanced the quality of 
the lives it has served.  I urge and encourage you to approve the Shalom Hospice application to 
establish a hospice in the Greater Chattanooga area to serve Jewish persons and their families 
throughout southeast Tennessee.  Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Marki Kaim LMSW, QMHP 
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