


























State of Tennessee  
Health Facilities Commission 
502 Deaderick Street, Andrew Jackson Building, 9th Floor  
Nashville, TN 37243 
 
Email: phillip.m.earhart@tn.gov 

Attn: Logan Grant 

Re: Opposition to Certificate of Need -Cedar Recovery 
Methadone clinic at 1805 Burgess Falls Road, Cookeville, Tennessee 
Request to Be Added to the Board Members’ Packet 

 

Dear Sirs: 

I am a resident of Putnam County, Tennessee. I am tremendously concerned about a proposed 
methadone clinic in my county. I am writing to you as a private citizen urging you to vote against 
the application for a Certificate of Need submitted by Cedar Recovery for a methadone clinic at 
1805 Burgess Falls Road, Cookeville, Tennessee. I request that you add the foregoing letter to 
the board members’ packet for the hearing as to the application. 

While I understand that opiate addiction is a problem in our state, I do not believe that a 
methadone clinic in our county is the proper way to address the issue. Furthermore, the 
proposed clinic in our area is problematic for a number of reasons, which include but are not 
limited to the following: 

1) Methadone has been linked in medical studies to brain tissue damage that can cause 
learning and problem-solving issues, slower thinking, problems walking, balance 
troubles, abnormal heart rhythms, and respiratory problems. Methadone carries a 
Federal Drug Administration warning as a possibly addictive drug.  

 

2) Venture capital investors view methadone clinics as highly profitable takeover targets, 
creating the potential to lose local control of the clinic.  

 

3) The Upper Cumberland region has a number of non-substitution-based treatment 
groups that know our communities and are actively cooperating to help residents 
overcome opioid use disorder.  

 

4) The location of the proposed clinic is in the same building as a youth sports training 
facility, is within 0.2 miles of a homeschool umbrella office, is within 0.3 miles of a 
daycare facility, and within 0.5 miles of a middle school.  
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One of the administrators of Cedar Recovery mentioned in a recent meeting in our county that 
there is no way to prevent the bathrooms in such a facility becoming a “drop” for patients of the 
clinic, and that there would be no way to prevent patients selling methadone in the parking lots 
of such facilities. Further, the administrators of Cedar Recovery stated to an audience at a 
meeting in our area that they would not locate a facility “where they are not wanted.” With this 
letter, I am informing this board that the methadone clinic proposed by Cedar Recovery is 
definitely not wanted in our area. 

Please note my opposition to this proposed clinic. Again, I urge you to vote against the 
Certificate of Need for which Cedar Recovery has applied. 

 

Sincerely, 
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