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TEIS Premature Infant Eligibility Criteria
as of February 1, 2024

Tennessee’s definition of developmental delay includes diagnosed physical or mental conditions that have a high probability of resulting in developmental delay. A child with a diagnosis of prematurity may be eligible for early intervention services through part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) if the child meets Tennessee Early Intervention System (TEIS) eligibility requirements. A premature infant may be eligible if:
He or she is born at a gestational age of less than 32 weeks OR
He or she is born at a gestational age of 32-36 weeks and meets at least one of the following criteria:
· Intrauterine growth retardation (IUGR) less than 10th percentile
· Hypoxic ischemic encephalopathy
· Seizure activity in neonatal period
· Meningitis in neonatal period
· Intraventricular hemorrhage (IVH) grade III/IV
· Abnormal computed tomography (CT) or ultrasound (US) findings, including ischemia, thrombosis, significant hydrocephalus, major malformations, or disorders of myelination
· Microcephaly at less than 10th percentile for gestational age
· Metabolic derangement: inborn error of metabolism, prolonged hypoglycemia more than eight hours, bilirubin reaching exchange level
OR
He or she is born at a gestational age of 32-36 weeks and meets at least two or more of the following criteria:
· Appearance, Pulse, Grimace, Activity, and Respiration (APGAR) score of less than three at five minutes
· Prolonged ventilation for apnea or hypoventilation for more than 48 hours
· Hypotonia for more than 48 hours
· Prolonged hypotension for more than eight hours
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